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Welcome to the Early Years
Birkenhead School Nursery is part of Birkenhead
School and it is our expectation that all of our children
will progress through to the Prep.
By selecting Birkenhead School Nursery, you have
chosen for your child to enter the first phase of our
Early Years provision that cares for children from ages
three months to three years.
As your child becomes a rising three, they will steadily
progress through to our second phase where they are
cared for and educated in the Pre-Prep, situated in
Kingsmead Road South.
Your child will join our Reception class in the
September of the academic year when they become five.

The Nursery
The Nursery is open for 50 weeks of the year from 8am
to 6pm daily. The Nursery offers a caring and
stimulating environment overseen by a team of Early
Years Practitioners who have an excellent knowledge of
child development.
The Under 2s playrooms are located downstairs. Across
the two playrooms we can care for 19 babies and young
children, with a 1:3 adult/child ratio.
On the first floor there are three Toddler rooms, one of
which is used as their dining room. Practitioners upstairs
care for children ages 2-3 years. There are a maximum
of 28 children with 1:4 adult / child ratios.

Our Mission Statement
At Birkenhead School we believe in encouraging children from the age of three months to
reach their full potential, with help from parents/carers and staff.
All Early Years Practitioners are committed to implementing effectively the key areas of
children’s learning and development.
We believe that positive relationships with parents and children should be established before
entry to the Nursery, allowing children to feel safe and secure in their environment, and parents
confident that their child’s well-being is catered for.
At Birkenhead School Nursery, we strive to develop and maintain a supportive and caring
environment where everyone feels valued. We believe that every child is an individual and every
child matters.
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The Early Years Staff
Head of Prep
(including Early Years)
Harry FitzHerbert, BA (Hons)
Head of Early Years
Samantha Mason
Early Years Professional Status
Deputy Nursery Manager
Tina Ross
Level 4 in Childcare
Continual Professional Development is fully supported by the Senior Leadership Team at
Birkenhead School.
Our highly-experienced staff are qualified at the following levels
Qualified Teacher Status
Early Years Professional Status
Degree in Early Years
Level 5 in Childcare
Level 4 in Childcare
Level 3 in Childcare

‘All staff have high expectations of what children
can achieve and strive to ensure expectations are
met. Staff are extremely knowledgeable of the
group they are working with and provide activities
that promote learning at every opportunity.’
Independent Schools Inspectorate
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The Daily Routine
Full day: 8am to 6pm
8am

Nursery opens

8.30am

Breakfast

9am to 11.30am

Continuous provision, including outdoor play

11.30am to 12.15pm

Lunchtime

12.30pm

We say farewell to our morning session children and, for
those staying, it’s time for a nap and some quiet activities

1.30pm

The afternoon session begins and we say hello to some
new children

1.30pm to 3.40pm

Continuous provision, including outdoor play

3.45pm

Afternoon tea

4.15pm

Continuous provision, including outdoor play

5.30pm

Preparation for home

6pm

Nursery closes

The PurposeThe
and Purpose
Aims of the
Early
YearsofFoundation
Stage
and
Aims
the

Early Years Foundation Stage
A child’s experience in the early years has a major
impact on their future life chances. Every child
deserves the best possible start in life and support to
fulfil their potential.
A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in
its own right as it provides the foundation for
children to make the most of their abilities and
talents as they grow up.
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS):




EYFS Seven Areas
of Learning:
Prime Areas
Personal, Social and Emotional
Development
Physical Development

sets the standards for learning, development
and care that young children should
experience.

Communication and Language

provides for equality of opportunity and non–
discriminatory practice ensuring that every
child is included.

Literacy



creates the framework for partnership working
between parents and professionals and
between all the settings that your child attends.



helps improve quality and consistency in the
Early Years’ sector through a universal set of
standards.



lays the foundation for future learning that
plans around the individual needs and interests
of the child.

Specific Areas
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design

Partnership with Parents
The Key Person Approach
The key person ensures your child’s needs are met and planned for. They share with you what
your baby or child has been doing during the day and listen to what they have been doing at
home. They are responsible for observing your child throughout the Nursery sessions and will
keep your child’s learning journal up to date with artwork, photographs and observations of
them at play.
The Home Visit
We offer all new starters a home visit before they join us at the Nursery. This entails the Head
of Early Years or Deputy Manager visiting you and your child at home with a practitioner from
the room your child will be joining. This is the beginning of the bonding process between your
child and the key person. A staff information booklet will be given to you at this meeting to
help you become familiar with the practitioners and the routines.
The ‘Settling in’ Visits
Prior to starting, you are invited to
settle your child into Nursery. The
number of visits will depend on
your child’s individual needs.
During this process of
familiarisation, you will be shown
around the Nursery and have the
opportunity to review relevant
policies and procedures.
The Under 2s
Home Link Diary
Your child’s key person will record
your child’s daily play experiences
and routines in a diary. It is
intended that this diary will be
tailored to your family’s individual
needs. To achieve this, your child’s
key person will discuss with you
the information you would like to
be recorded each day.
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Partnership with Parents
Parental Feedback
As part of our ongoing reflection of practice we will ask you to complete our questionnaire at
key stages, such as, after your child has settled in, during transition from one playroom to
another and when they leave the Nursery to progress onto the next stage.

Play Days
‘Play Days’ are an opportunity for you to come into Nursery and be involved in your child’s
play. The session usually lasts for approximately an hour. In order that disruption of the daily
routine is kept to a minimum, we allow a maximum of two parents per playroom at any one
time.
‘Get to Know’ evenings give parents the opportunity to learn more about topics relevant to
children’s learning and development. Such topics may include: ‘Get to know more about the
EYFS’; First Aid for Parents; Language Development; Potty Training; Sleep; and Numeracy
and Literacy.
The Celebratory Butterfly
Children take home the Butterfly to celebrate a special
occasion. Accompanying our Butterfly is a communication
book for parents to share their child’s adventures and for
toddlers to mark make their experience.

The Elf on the Shelf ‘Cupcake’
The Elf on the Shelf ‘Cupcake’ is our take home friend who
goes home with our Under 2s and joins in their family’s
birthday celebrations.
Parents are asked to write about their child’s birthday
adventures in his diary, so their child’s story may be shared
amongst their friends.
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Celebrating Children’s
Achievements
In support of the Early Years Foundation Stage, your child’s key person will compile a learning
journal that will consist of observations and photographs of them at play.
Every four months, this learning journal will include a summative assessment celebrating your
child’s achievements in personal, social and emotional, communication and language, literacy,
mathematics, understanding the world, expressive arts and design, and physical development.
Your child’s key person will also identify your child’s next steps to help challenge them and
ensure that they are progressing.
During Key Person time, practitioners use their celebratory boards to celebrate individual
children’s achievements. The child’s picture is placed on the display board and the children give
a celebratory clap for those who may have been kind, tidied up well, or used the potty for the
first time.
Precious Moments: It is very important to recognise and celebrate children’s achievements as
this develops their self-esteem. Positive reinforcement is key to helping children build their
confidence. We ask parents to share with us when their child does something for the first time
so that we may share their experience with their friends. We call these significant events
‘Precious Moments’.
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Health Matters
In April 2011, Birkenhead School Nursery proudly achieved:
‘Health Promoting Early Years Status’
This was in recognition of our knowledge and application in Personal Social Education,
Healthy Eating, Physical Activity and Active Play and Emotional Health and Well-Being.

The School Nurse
Our School Nurse oversees all medical matters and is available daily during term time to advise
staff and support families. The School Nurse aims to meet the identified and potential medical
needs of all our children.

You can contact the School Nurse on 0151 651 3089,
during term time, between 8.30am and 3pm.

Early Years Partnership
The Nursery works alongside the Wirral Community NHS Trust 0-19 Health and Well-Being
Services. A Link Health Professional works with Nursery to:


Meet with children, staff and parents



Provide support and advice on a range of health and development issues



Enable suitable interventions to be put in place to help promote progress

Meals
Our menus are nutritionally balanced with input from the Nursery team and Catering staff.

As everything is made on the premises, specific diets and allergies are easily accommodated.
Weekly menus are displayed and children have access to fresh drinking water at all times of the
day.
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Nursery Information
Sleep
Practitioners will talk to parents about their child’s
usual sleep routine. It is our intention to maintain as
much consistency as possible. If your child has a
comfort object, they are welcome to bring this with
them. For those children who do not require a
daytime rest, quiet activities will continue as normal
away from sleeping children.
Toileting
Disposable nappies and wipes will be provided by the Nursery and these will be of a good
quality standard brand*. Your child’s key person will be responsible for your child’s regular
nappy changing. As your child begins to show an awareness of bladder and bowel urges, they
will be supported in using the potty and then the toilet. This is a very important step towards
your child’s independence. It is our expectation that we will work together so that children
should be able to use the toilet independently before they enter Pre-Prep.
* Parents are welcome to provide their own preferred brand and style of nappy and wipes, should they prefer.

Outdoor Play
Our outdoor area is secure, has
natural shade and gives the
children the scope to
experience new challenges,
assess risk and develop the skills to
manage different situations. It
provides rich opportunities for
imagination, inventiveness and
resourcefulness by giving the
children contact with the natural
world, offering them the
opportunity to respect the
outdoor environment, care for
living things and experience a
variety of weather and seasons.
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Nursery Information
The Outdoor Baby Terrace
Our Under 2s have a separate,
dedicated covered outdoor terrace
that is accessible from the quiet room.
This area is carpeted and the roof is
bronze tinted so it has some sun
protection against UVA and UVB
rays. This means your baby can use
their increasing mobility in a safe and
secure environment.

Forest School Area
Both the Under 2s and Toddler children have access to the Forest School enclosure. Using this
woodland area fosters a sense of awe and wonderment and awakes their senses and spirit to the
world around them.

Children from Pre-Prep enjoying the Forest School area.
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Footsteps to Pre-Prep
When your child is three they are ready to take their next steps and enter the second phase of
our early years provision. Pre-Prep has its own purpose built accommodation. The team
consists of a Lead Professional, Deputy and Early Years Graduates, who will further extend
your child’s learning experiences. Practitioners from both the Nursery and the Pre-Prep will
guide you and your child through this next phase.






A copy of your child’s two year progress check and last Nursery summative assessment
and tracking will be given to Pre-Prep. You will also receive a copy of your child’s
Nursery Learning Journal.
A Pre-Prep practitioner will visit your child in the Nursery and invite them to play in PrePrep. This normally consists of three visits and your child will be accompanied by a
Nursery practitioner.
In preparation for Pre-Prep your child will be offered the opportunity to take home
transition sacks that will encourage turn-taking, recall, memory and prediction and further
develop their self-help skills.

Before your child starts Pre-Prep, our expectation is that they are:

attempting to put their coat and shoes on

able to use the toilet independently

familiar with using a knife and fork

Fees 2019/20
Full Day:
Morning Session:
Afternoon Session:

8.00am-6.00pm
8.00am-12.30pm
1.30pm-6.00pm

Full time attendance (five full days per week)

£3,775 per term

8 sessions per week

£3,420 per term

6 sessions per week

£2,565 per term

4 sessions per week

£1,710 per term

2 sessions per week

£880 per term

Each half-day session

£482 per term

Fees include all meals, powdered formula milk for babies up to one year of age and nappies
(parents are welcome to provide their own for their children if they prefer). The Nursery
seeks to accommodate each family’s circumstances but encourages full-day sessions, particularly
as a child approaches Pre-Prep and school age to enable better preparation and continuity with
teaching and care.
Parents have a choice of paying monthly via direct debit or termly, in advance. Childcare
vouchers are accepted for payment for fees.
Nursery is open 50 weeks of the year, closing for a two week Christmas break and public
holidays.

Ref: 04.19—Every effort has been made to ensure that this information is correct at the time of printing. The School reserves the right to make changes and
will notify parents of any changes made.
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Birkenhead School Nursery, 57 Shrewsbury Road, Oxton, Wirral, CH43 2JA
Tel: 0151 651 3041 / 0151 652 4114 (Prep) Fax: 0151 651 3091 Email: nursery@birkenheadschool.co.uk

www.birkenheadschool.co.uk

